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:: Do | believe that God has always
been on movement and that He
calls me to be on movement with
Him?

We were intended to LIVE SENT. This begins with
relationships, first with Christ and then with others. Ask God:
// to make you aware of the broken relationships in your
family , your workplace , your neighborhood , your local
community , and the world .

// to show you how you can begin repairing those
relationships.

:: Have | made church more about
my personal spiritual benefit, when
4 God calls me to be more concerned

L "
Listen and obey. with living sent to others*

:: Am | missing out on abundant life
by standing on the sidelines and not
joining in the mission of God?

LEARN.

THINK ABOUT _the call of Abraham
(Genesis 12), the reason God
opened the Red Sea (Exodus 14),

the love God has for the nations S E RV E

(1st Chronicles 16:23-25), the intent .

of Jesus for His church (Matthew 9, >> beg God to burden your heart for the

10, and 28:18-20; John 20:21), the brokenness and lostness of our world.

only way the lost will believe

(Romans 10:1-15), and the letter >> listen and look for the ways to be a letter of

from Christ that each of us is (2nd His love into the lives of the broken and the lost
Corinthians 3 and 4). in our city and beyond.
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READ_Forgotten Ways by Alan
Hirsch and Unstoppable Force by
Erwin McManus




Ted surfs. His neighbor does, too. They often go surfing together. Ted told me of one particular
occasion. It is not uncommon for this type of conversation to spring up with his neighbor, but
he felt like this one specific conversation was worth sharing with me.

He and his neighbor were going over to New Smyrna Beach for a surf session. On the way
over, they got on the topic of “church.” His neighbor knew that Ted was a part of our local
church family. He also had remembered Ted telling him that our focus was a little bit different.
Less on gathering, although that was important. More on sending, which was the real story of
the church anyway. This intrigued Ted’s neighbor.

They talked a bit more about it and paused to surf. On the way home, Ted’s neighbor brought
it back up again. He mentioned “being the church” instead of “going to church.” His neighbor,
who had experienced “church” in the past as a ritualistic religion and had been wounded by a

few self-righteous people, began to grasp a different possibility. Maybe Jesus intended the
church to be sent, not gone to.

He asked Ted, “So, are we church right now? Here in this truck? Talking about this stuff?”

Ted replied, “Yes.” And he continued to live sent to his neighbor. Here is an
excerpt from an email Ted sent me one night — “As an update, we went
surfing a couple of weeks ago and spent the entire ride back talking about
denominations, church culture, and a real relationship with Jesus. He told
me that he has made a commitment to Christ. It was a special time.”

Now that’s what living sent is all about.




PRAY CONNECT.

:: Do | truly believe and trust that

As you pray this week, let God know how thankful you are for
God loves me?

how He loves you. Ask God:

// to help you trust in the value that He declares for you only
// to help you see others with His eyes

// to help you love others the way He has loved you

// to help you to be interested in the story of every person
you connect with

:: Am | spending my life trying to
earn a love that God has already
given me?

J :: Am | interested in the stories that
God is writing in others, or just the
story of my life?

LEARN.

THINK ABOUT_what God first
thought us and what He still thinks of
us (Genesis 2 and 5), how precious

each of us is to God (Psalm 139), S E RVE
the plans and hopes and intent God .
has for us (Jeremiah 29), the way in >> serve someone this week simply by

which God showed His love toward listening to them as you connect and
us (John 3:16), and how valuable He converse.

considers our sent lives to be (John
14). >> keep doing that.

READ_Ragamufbn Gospelby
Brendan Manning and This Beautiful
Mess by Rick McKinley




Mark would never call himself an expert in social networking through technological means, so
| will. 1 don’t talk to anyone who thinks more naturally about living sent online, through various
avenues on the web, than Mark. Mark is a strategist who helps church leaders be more
effective at starting new local expressions of the church. He is an early adapter, too. And he
understands how valuable a letter God has made him to be.

Before the public was even talking about podcasting, Mark was talking to me about it. Before
the public was really considering the power of Google and YouTube and Facebook and
Twitter, Mark was giddy painting the significance for me over a great cup of coffee from House
Blend Cafe in Ocoee, FL. Before anyone else ever mentioned MeetUp.com to me, Mark was
leading a MeetUp.com group of business leaders searching for better understanding about
“search engine optimization” for their respective companies’ websites.

You might be wondering — isn’t Mark a strategist guy for starting new churches? What on earth
is he doing leading a small group of people in business stuff who all showed up at a

coffeehouse because they met online at MeetUp.com? Good question. Two answers: 1 —
Mark is a certified Google-Ad specialist. So he knows a lot about that stuff that those business
leaders are looking for AND 2 — Mark loves those business leaders, and he has been
befriending them, being there for them, answering more than just search

engine optimization questions. He is being a living letter of God’s love and

hope to them.

And they are reading the message, while seeing the genuineness with
which Mark follows Jesus and reading the love letter that Mark is into their
lives. God’s love makes them valuable, too. Mark is letting them know.




PRAY CONNECT.

:: Am | investing my life into the life
of another for the purpose of seeing
that person follow Christ?

As you pray this week, pray with a focus on others. Ask God:
// to help you care more for others than your own comfort
and safety

/l for wisdom on what “perfect love casts out all fear” means
// to show you specific ways to love a family member, a
neighbor, a coworker, etc.

// to help you be less self-serving and more selfless

:: Do I know how to articulate the
Gospel?

:: Do | know how to articulate my

: : : : . own story of following Jesus?
Listen. God is quick to answer prayers tied to His mission.

LEARN.

THINK ABOUT_whether you think

discipling is for super-Christians or

whether every follower of Jesus

should be living and learning the S E RV E

ways of Jesus with all those whom .

he/she encounters in daily life >> as you pray to get out of your comfort zone

(Matthew 28:18-20 and John 20:21) and wrestle with the fears of sharing the

AND what you think being Gospel and serving others, try it. Ask God to

“spiritually mature” means (1st help you face one of those fears as you give

Peter 3:8-16 and 1st John 3 to 5). yourself away in a way that you have normally
been too fearful to try.

READ_The Next Christians by

Gabe Lyons and Crazy Love by >> show someone the love of Jesus in a
Francis Chan. tangible way this week.




Melanie has seven kids. Her husband works hard. They, like most couples who have kids, walk
through the ups and downs of their marriage, growing along the way with one another, all the while
spilling their love out onto the beautiful children they are raising. And they're busy.

Did | mention that Melanie has seven kids. No. She is not crazy. She is a hero who lives sent in one of
the most significant ways that anyone can. As a mom.

To all you Moms out there, Melanie is much like you. She doesn't claim to do it all right. She doesn't
pretend that it is easy. She isn't looking to write a book on parenting. She even mutters from time to
time about how tired she is. But she remains tireless in he pursuit of being God's letter to her husband
and kids.

She says that loving her kids and them one day loving Jesus and loving other people is a primary goal
as a mom. She says that when she and her husband heard the message of being the church instead
of just "going to church," they felt a freedom they had not felt before. They would scramble to be at all
the church activities, while caring for one another got pushed aside. Living sent not only made their
everyday activities eternally significant, it validated the most important mission she and her husband
had. The mission of living sent to their own family.

And they do. And they're growing to learn more and more what that means. That God's love letter is
read by their kids every time supper is served at the table, every time crossed-

legs ache from playing games on the floor with their kids, every time her

husband romances her with a rose and a refreshing break, and every time she

makes love to her husband even at the end of a never-ending day.

To all you moms out there — what you do is unsung, but it's not unseen by the
Unseen. Keep living sent.




PRAY CONNECT.

:: What are my spheres of

i [ her finfluence in h f !
As you live sent in your local spheres o uence opes o )

seeing “on earth as it is in heaven,” pray for:
/l wisdom to love and serve your family

/l wisdom to love and serve your neighbors
// wisdom to love your coworkers this week
// wisdom to love and serve in your city

:: How am | praying for the people
in my spheres of influence?

:: In what ways can | live out God's
. love to the people in my spheres of

Pray for the desire, the burden, and the urgency to see “on influence?

earth as it is in heaven” in each of these 4 areas.

:: How is God calling me to live sent
in my home? To my neighbors? In
my city?

L E ! R N :: How might | live sent at work?

THINK ABOUT_how families live
sent to one another (Deut. 6), what
it means to be a neighbor (Luke

10:25-37), how you could love S E RV E

someone at the “water cooler” (John .

4), and who the overlooked of your >> look for a specific way to encourage a
city are (Matthew 25:31-46). family member every day this week

READ_The Church of Irresistible >> weed your neighbor’s flower beds and give
Influence by Lewis and Wilkins AND them a nice potted flower for their front door
Community of Kindness by Sjogren

>> offer to help a co-worker with a tough task
WATCH_Gospel in Life DVD by Tim

Keller and his “Gospel in the City” >> serve with a community ministry this month
videos on Vimeo




Rob and his wife and sons live in uptown New Orleans. They are letters into a very artistic,
diverse, beautiful section of a very artistic, diverse, beautiful, melting pot of a city. Rob is being the
church, planting the love of Jesus, and watching a new expression of a local church blossom
called Vintage. | have met two people who read about God’s love and hope in the living letters of
Rob and the people of Vintage. There are many more.

Rob’s approach is simple. He and the Vintage family are out in the community daily in their
respective spheres of living. They live, following Jesus and giving His love away, as friends to the
people in those various spheres. When questions arise about spiritual things from those friends,
conversations ensue. Groups of people who are naturally doing life together form. Then, with the
intent to love like Jesus loved, those folks from the Vintage family walk closely with those groups.
Sometimes there’s a pool party. Sometimes there’s a service project. Sometimes they study the
Bible. Sometimes they watch a game. All the time, though, the letter of God’s love and hope come
near is being read in the lives of those who follow Jesus. At all times.

Mark is a great example. He coaches men’s tennis at a local university. He is simply doing
whatever it takes to genuinely love the tennis players that play for him. He has a ready-made
small group of guys among whom he is making disciples as Jesus asked His followers to do in the
end of the Gospel of Matthew. Mark hangs with the guys. Teaches them tennis

and about life. Is there to listen to them. Is there when they have need and

when they celebrate. From time to time, he cracks open a Bible with them.

But everyday, the living Word of Jesus is alive in Mark and His message of

love that has been written on Mark’s heart is read by those players.

Rob and Mark and the Vintage family are living sent.




PRAY CONNECT.

:: Do | believe that God loves
people around the world just as
much as He loves me?

If God answered all your prayers “YES!!!”, would the world
be different, or just you? Ask God:

// to show you how to pray for your global community

// to show you how to use the internet in different ways to
pray for others and love others around the world

/ to give you wisdom as to how to help those you know in
international missions around the world

// to put a desire in you to go!

:: How am | giving my life so that
people around the world can know
the love of God?

Listen and obey. G:/(\)/:s:[? ’|’s an “Unreached People

:: How can we pray for an
“Unreached People Group” and
then live sent together to see them

L EA R N ) “reached?”

THINK ABOUT _how intentional
God’s heart has been for the
nations from the very beginning

(Genesis 12 and 17), the kind of S E RV E
worship and service that God .
actually desires from His people >> are you willing to go to serve globally,

(Isaiah 58 and Amos 5), whether whether short-term or long-term? If so, do you

“church” serves you or you serve as have a passport? Get one if you are really
the “church” (Matthew 25:31-46). willing to go.

READ_The Hole in the Gospel by >> commit to pray for and support global

Richard Stearns and Radical by missions in at least one specific way.
David Platt.

>> sign up to go serve internationally.




Joe is from Scotland. My friend, Bill, introduced me to him. Bill is from Scotland, too.

That’s only significant here, because Joe now lives in Huaraz in Peru. Here’s the story
as | know it.

Bil’'s mom had a heart for the children of Peru. They were very close in age terms to
her own grandchildren at that time. Before she died, she helped to fund a mission there
to help mentor and feed families and children in a certain village there in the country of
Peru. You see, there is an issue there that unfortunately is not unique to Peru. Once
boys reach a certain age, the impoverished families cannot afford to feed them. So,
they cast them out in the streets. Some are killed in the midst of living the street life.
Others try to fend for themselves and survive. Others are sold into various forms of

human trafficking. All of them are way too valuable and beautiful to have any of this
happen to them.

Joe went down with a volunteer group on vacation time and helped build a school. He
was hooked. Back in Scotland, he was an electrician, and a fairly successful one at
that. But, with the pull of the calling to do something about what he had seen on his trip
to Peru, he sold everything he had to move there and live sent

among the impoverished families. He gives his life away trying to

help both the boys and girls, as well as feed hungry families.

He also met his wife there. A Scot and a Peruvian living sent
together. There can, from time to time, be some beneficial perks to
living sent.




PRAY CONNECT.

:: Am | committed to shared life

This week, spend some time reading John 17 and then stay ,
together with others?

constantly mindful (meditate) on the prayer Jesus prayed
there. Ask God:

// to show you how you can give yourself away more fully

// to teach you His desire for you as He prayed in John 17
/I to reveal to you how you can connect with other followers
of Christ and live sent together

:: Am | robbing myself of the joy of
shared life together with others?

:: Am | robbing others of the joy of
{ shared life together with me?

Listen for God’s voice. Be willing to go wherever He leads. . .
I I g7 g :: Am | serving alongside others?

:: Those in the Westpoint family -
are they just acquaintances or
would you think of them as family?

L E E R N Would they think of you in that way?

THINK ABOUT_how much unity
matterS to God (Psalm 133), how
togetherness includes accountability

AND forgiveness (Matthew S E RV E
18:15-35), how Jesus modeled .
togetherness (John 13), how Jesus >> look for a way this week to care for
prayed for our togetherness (John someone in the Westpoint family.
17), the beauty of togetherness
among the early church (Acts >> serve with your own family / friends in
2:42-47), and what is necessary for some specific way this week.
togetherness (Philippians 2:1-5).
>> if you are a part of a SENT group, agree

READ_The Never Alone Church by together to focus in one specific way locally

David Ferguson and The Tangible and one globally, then serve there together.
Kingdom by Halter and Smay




Bob leads a Sunday-morning small group for his church family in Jacksonville. He admits that the focus of this
small group has not always been toward living sent. He gave me this example to illustrate.

One Sunday morning, Bob’s pastor challenged people who were sitting in their large-group gathering to try out
a small group for at least six weeks. The challenge was given with a guarantee of sorts — that the people who
would give it a try would quickly find out why doing life with other people so closely was worth it. A certain
woman took the pastor up on the challenge.

Mary showed up at Bob’s small group, which meets in a fifth grade classroom of an elementary school, that
very morning following the large-group gathering. The class members gather around tables in clusters of five to
six people. She came in about ten minutes after the group began. The room was pretty full. As a result, she did
not join a table but instead sat in a chair that was near to the group but not necessarily enclosed by it.

At the conclusion of the group time, Bob talked about the need to do life together more intentionally. He asked
for any final comments that needed to be shared. That is when the living sent challenge happened. Mary, in a
share the truth in love moment, courageously let the group know that she was glad they wanted to do life
together at higher levels, but they were missing the obvious.

She said, “You say you want to do life together, but you let me sit outside the group for the entire group time. |
don’t know if that means you don’t like me or I look funny. You don’t know me, but less than a year ago, | lost
my 21 year daughter Grace to a four year battle with cancer. Today, your pastor gave a challenge in the
worship service. He said that anyone who connected with a Life Group for six weeks would experience life
changing relationships. Well, this is week one.”

It was an awkward and amazing moment. Bob thanked Mary for her courage and
honesty, then challenged the class to pray through the implications of Mary’s comments
for the group. As Bob closed the class in prayer, the living sent transformation began.
While he prayed the women in the class, without a script, gathered around Mary to hug
on her and pray for her. When Bob closed his prayer, they continued. As the men reset
the classroom furniture for school the next day, the women in the group concluded their
prayer. Through the hugs and tears, a transformation did take place. Mary brought her
husband, David, the next week. How beautiful it is when we live sent together.




PRAY CONNECT.

It may seem like you are praying for the same stuff every :: When you think about church, do

e : : you think of a place and a preacher,
week, but it is in the areas where you have relationships that or do you think of your daily life and

God wants you to live sent. Ask God: an urgent mission?
// to expose the areas in your life where you are not living
sent :: What is your common declaration

// for a change of mind and heart to be more mindful of living about lost people around you..."Can

. . . .. ' you believe the way those people
sent, seeking Him for the courage to live on mission daily  act?" or "When can you come over

for dinner?"
Listen for His lead as you walk in those spheres of influence
everyday. :: Do you wonder if you are called to
¢ “the ministry,” or are you living to
minister daily where you are?

.

~LIVING SE

tu

:: Do you have a lost friend who
would actually introduce you as his or

L EARN. woud ac

THINK ABOUT_why Jesus came,
who Jesus hung out with, what
Jesus intended for His church, and

how important it is to Jesus for us to S E RV E
quit just “going to church” and live .
daily as letters of His love to a >> serve in some random way to some

people He was willing to die for random person this week.
(Matthew 9 and 10 and John 21).

am | aC

>> quit waiting for one of your neighbors and
READ_Jesus in the Margins by Rick co-workers to be a friend to you. Be a friend to
McKinley and Searching for God them. Do real life together. Serve together
Knows What by Donald Miller even. Watch “learning and living the ways of

Jesus just happen before your very eyes.
WATCH_the deidox films at

www.Deidox.com



http://www.Deidox.com
http://www.Deidox.com

Fiona is five and three quarters years old (that three quarters is a really big deal). You probably
remember when it was, too. She is from Scotland. Her family vacations in Central Florida about sixteen
weeks per year. Her dad's job allows them to travel like that.

One of her friends she goes to school with doesn't follow Jesus, and neither do her parents. They have
been real close since pre-K. Fiona and her parents don't see Jesus as a religious alternative, but as
the giver of abundant life. Who wouldn't want that? Fiona is not afraid to share about God's goodness

and love. And she has peaked the curiosity of her schoolmate.

So much so that her schoolmate's parents asked about it. When out to dinner with Fiona's parents one
night, they spoke of a recent event their daughters had been a part of together. In the Magic Kingdom
park at Walt Disney World, the two girls got a makeover like little princesses at the Bibbity Bobbity
Boutique. Afterward, Fiona’s friend declared to her parents in extremely cute fashion, “I have achieved
everything in my life, perhaps except seeing God.” She is six.

Fiona’s parents assumed their daughter’s friend had picked this God thought up at school in Scotland
where both the girls attend. It is a school where a Christ-centered example is still set.

A great conversation ensued. Fiona's dad, curious about what provoked the interest, asked where this
remark about seeing God had come from. Fiona's schoolmate's parents responded, “It is Fiona. She's
been talking about it with our daughter, who then asked us about it. So, we wanted to ask you.”

All along, Fiona’s parents, who love these people very much, had been trying to
find their “moment” and the right words to share about the abundant life they
have found in Jesus. And here it was. All because of Fiona.

A six year old (actually a quarter away). A letter from God. Alive and delivering an
intriguing message with her actions and her words. Did | mention that she's
nearly six?




PRAY CONNECT.

:: Who am | praying for? Who in my
world does not know the love of
Christ? Am | praying for them?

To live sent NOW, it takes a willing heart and spirit. There
are 4 suggestions you will have heard about. Pray for God
to teach you how to go after these 4 suggestions and begin
living sent. This week continue to pray: :: Am | consistently connecting with
// for wisdom on how to love your family, neighbors, people who know Christ? Am |
coworkers, city, and world committed to doing life with other

, : . . followers of Jesus?
// for patience as you work this out in your life ,
// that God would be made known through you as you live . Am | consistently connecting with

sent to your family, on your block, at work, in your city, and 4 people who do not know Christ? Am |
throughout the world allowing God to use me as a letter
from Him?

:: Am | “making disciples” - learning
and living the ways of Jesus with
others?

LEARN.

THINK ABOUT_what it means to
pray without ceasing and what this
might involve (1st Thessalonians

5:16-18), connecting with and S E RV E

serving with the lost and why this .

needs to matter to every follower of >> look for one neighbor to specifically be a
Jesus (1st Corinthians 9:24-27), friend to, whether he or she ever follows Jesus
and what Jesus has already or ever connects with Westpoint.

instructed us to do as His church

and whether you are doing it >> commit to “make disciples” this year. Quit
(Matthew 28:18-20 and John expecting for God to give further instructions if

13:34-35). you are not following one of His basic

instructions.
READ_Live Sent: you are a letter by

Jason C Dukes




Catalina actually first discovered our local church family at a 4th of July picnic in the community center
in 2004. She was still living in Ft. Lauderdale at the time, but her brother had just moved into the
community where the party was. Living in Orlando wasn't even a thought in her mind at the time. She
didn't personally connect with any of the people from our church family that day, but she remembers an
announcement about a church that gathered in the community center there. Something about what she
saw and heard that day sparked an interest deep down inside of her, but she dismissed it since she
didn’t even live in Orlando. That was our first connection.

Quite unexpectedly, as God would have it, seven months later, she ended up getting a promotion

and transferring to a bank branch near where our church family gathered. It happened to be the bank
where we would soon open our accounts. She moved in with her brother until she could find a place of
her own.

We met Catalina when we officially opened an account there at that bank. She remembered the 4th of
July picnic and connected us with that church family she had heard about there. We invited her to our
Sunday gathering, but in her words, “It took me a while to build up the courage to go, because | was by
myself.” Her boyfriend had not moved up to be with her yet. Catalina lived within walking distance of
the community center.

About a month later, she showed up to "try" our Sunday gathering. She says the main thing that she
took away that day was how genuinely loving and interested in getting to know her everyone seemed
to be. She told me she had never felt anything like that “in a church” before. That

was a second connection.

At that gathering that morning, one of our ladies invited Catalina to come to be a
part of a ladies group that actually got together in one of the homes there in the
community. That invitation was later given again at the bank, when we went in to
make a deposit. Catalina was longing for friendship, being new to Orlando, so
she decided to go.




STORY (cont.)

Finally when she did go, she loved the way the ladies made her feel, like she belonged even though they
hardly knew her. That was the third connection. And fourth and fifth and so on, because she connected with
more than one woman that night.

She recalls it this way: “I felt the way | did when | went to the first gathering. | say all of this to show how
consistent you ALL were at planting seeds & watering them, without ever imposing.”

She walked with that group for a while. Over time, she began to do more than spectate. She began to
participate. And the conversations she participated in and the times that they would discuss the Bible and
the life they did together stirred something up in her heart. She had been exposed to forms of Christian
religion growing up, but in this group of ladies she saw the love of Jesus alive and radiant.

She was involved in something in her personal life that certain "church-goers" would have been
uncomfortable with. No one scolded her. Those ladies loved on her, accepted her right where she was, and
without compromising anything allowed God's Spirit to speak to her heart. And He did. She was reading His
letters of love in the lives of those ladies who loved her and who included her and who were living sent right
before her eyes.

She started coming to our gathering. | guess it started to make more sense than the time before. She
stayed faithful, doing life with those ladies. And then one night, she came over to the house for dessert with
my wife and me. She said that she was appreciative of how our church family made her feel like she
belonged. This wasn't about the pastor and his wife. It was about all of these people living sent together.
The church alive 168 hours of the week. She said she had seen Jesus' love and was following Him now, in
a relationship with Him like never before. She said that she felt in her heart that what she was involved with
in her personal life was not what God wanted for her. She knew it would not be easy, but

she wanted to make a change. She wanted God to be the love of her life and change her

from the inside out and sustain her. Imagine that. We didn't judge her. We loved her. And

God's Spirit spoke into her life and transformed her.

She got to read God's letter at the bank and in her neighborhood among those ladies. It
took time. Like over fifteen months. She saw His kindness and His message firsthand.
Now she's a letter, too, living sent to her neighbors and in the marketplace.




we STpﬁi n <t’church.or'g

be the church. LIVE SENT.

FACEBOOK.com/bethechurch ,
TWITTER: @WestpointChurch/




